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TWO OPERA COMPANIES START AUTUM

Performances of the San Carlo and
American “Singers Companies Con-
sidered Ciritically---Hard Usage
of Famous Vioces

By W. J. HENDE’RSON.
NCE upon a time the murical season began with concerts, and
O toward the middle of December people began to go to the opera.
We have changed all that. Perhaps we owe it to that restless and
indomitable spirit still active in the breast of Oscar Hammerstein that
we have been educated to expect opera before all things else,
Well, we are now plunged into the very midst of educational opera
We have had it since the doughty singers of Mr. Gallo's San Carlo com-
pany fell upon us with all their vigor in the very first week of Septem-
ber, and we now have still more enlightenment offered to us by the or-
ganization staggering under the weighty title of Society of American
Bingers. It is a great name, a portentous name, and will be hard to earry.
Let us all hope that some later Johnson will not refer to the organiza-
tion as having
“Left the name at which the world grew pale,
To point a moral or adorn a tale.”

Some singers are born American, some become American and some
have Americanism thrust upon them. The present writer will make no |
attempt to place the various members of the society in their proper'
classes, but will content himself with the certainty that they will all stay
here till the war is over, and that upon the first outward bound ship |
thereafter will go all who have had Americanism thrust upon them, |

For it has been the invariable custom of opera singers for years |
and years to sail for Europe the morning after the final performance.
They devoted much of their time to telling press agents how they loved
America and the Americans, but they never remaiffied in the country a

single instant when not engaged in securing some of its money.

Now, to the quiet satisfaction of
some of us, they have all had to stay
here. They have had to summer ns

well as winter with us. Those who
really like the country and the people
~—8cotth, for Instance—find this no
hardship, But If the Inconsequential
matter can glve & moment's passing
amusement, just note which of these
American singers hasteris eastward
meress the Atlantie the moment It be-
comes possible to do 80 for some purely
personal purpose,

Famous Volces Stralned.

What else have the early days of
the musical season brought us? Mischa
Elman, John McCormack, Galll-Curci,
Namara, Rudolf Ganz and Caruso tear-
ing his throat out singing in public
parks. It will be interesting and in-
structive to note In what condltion his
wolce ja when he appears on the open-
ing night ot the Metropolitan In the
role of Samson.

Mr, McCormack’s volce showa much
evidence of hard wear, but one can
only praise him for his unceasing self
shcrifice to good causes If he should
eventoally sing to us. with only the
rags of his once beautiful volce—and

Jet it be understood that he has not

<ome to that state by a long Wa¥— |The San Carlo
we should acclaim him nevertheless [as it is given In

because he has frecly and gladly given
the volce for good things

We have also been permitted in the
early days of autumn to consider the
dolngs of the San Carlo Opera Com-
pany and still more those of most of
the newspapers In thelr accounts of
these doings. As a contribution to the
entertainment of the town the season
of the San Carlo company liad n cer-
tain value. The performances of this
company bring that holy form of art
genernlly called “grund opera” within
the reach of the poor esalaried man
and his wife,

Bince longshoremen are earning
from $3,000 to $5,000 n vear, riding In
their own automobiles and being ap-
prehended for dodging the Income tax,
since miners are making from $75 to
$100 a week and pretty much any kind
of man or woman ean get from $7 to
$10 a day In a munition plant, we do
not insult the laboring classes by say-
ing that the Ban"Carlo people put op-
era within thelr reach. They can af-
ford to gou to the Metropolitan.

Italian Opera for Italians.

But because operatle performances
are given at low prices and the theatrs
is filled It does not follow that thée per-
formances nre of high artistic worth.
company glves opera
the smaller theatres of

| Italy. Those who are famillar with
life in the sunny land know that the|
| masses adore opera, but care nothing |
at all for any other kind of music, |
The few concert enterprisea of lealy !
| are kept alive by the patronage of the |
intellectunl classes, |

In the new world the Itulinn con-'
| tinues to be an Italian. He goes to the
(opern, and to no other music. Hence
the Ban Carlo performances are a jov
to him. He constitutes hulf of every
audience,

Meanwhile much energy lg expended
|in the endeavor to delude the public
into the belief that these performances
lm-e of great artlstic mefit. Some of
| them were pralseworthy efforts within
| their limits, The older ltallan operas |

_ % -
FTER the momentous question
A. of the fall suit has been set-
tled the average woman,im-
mediately turns her attention to:the
blouss to sccompany it. In former
years the white lingerieo walst was
conaidered good form and quite elab-
orate enough for ordinary wear and’
most occasions. The changed condi-
tions brought about by the war have
almost banlshed the white wash walst.
It s no longer sufficlent to plan
ona's winter outfit with a good coat
sult and as many walsts, more or less
claborate, as ons can affornd. Such
charming blouses have been devel-
oped that the simple shirtwaist, to{a-

runner of them all, now scems rele-
gated to the row of discarded gar-
ments. Perhaps the laundry problem,
also born of the war, has had some-
thing to do with this. While many
business women prefer .lhl tallorad
shirtwaist it s now apt to ba of a
poft, pliant crepe or satin or allk re-
quiring no starch and the slmplest
laundry attentlon.

Well dressed women everywhere
have recognized the walue of the
blouse of the exact shade of the ooat
sult, making thus a perfect costume
a8 . rule sultable for almost every
occaslon. Bince brown and taupe are
playing so Imporiant a part in the
winter's color scheme many delight-
ful walsts of orepe, Chinese silk and
georgette have been developed.

Apron Effect in Hlouses,

I And & tendency to elongate the
front part of the blouse untll it rests
like a little apron below the front of
the coat and covering the upper part
of the skirt.- This is & curious notlon,
but one that s tremendously popular,
and »0 very smart that it has been
deyeloped into all sorts of fancles,

« As often as not one finds the apron
sffect introduced by a fringe set an the
bottom of the blouse in front, or agaln

R BLOU

made of rows and rows of many
oolored beads, like the fringes used on
ﬂk lampshades. The effect iy novel

O‘gh o be pleaning, unless go
startlingly colored that the result Is
girish.

Curious things, by the way, are he.
ing done with beads and fringe, 1 find
a sand colored blouse of crepe, with a
valance of dark blue sllk fringe, hung
round the neck and caught in at the
wiist Iin graduating lengths, Deads
ornament everything. One of the
clover ways In which they are used
is shown In a brown and sand colored
georgeite. The sand golored material
the blouss

forms the foundatlon of

{ were passably performed. DBut there

IMPOR

were some end doings wlien modern
Italian or French works were at-
tempted,

The present attitude of a large part
of the neawspaper press In regard to
operatic offerings secms to be one of
eager partisanship, These newspaners
appear 1o regard it oy thelr duty not
o view these performances as disine
terested observers and to moake dlapos-
slonate reports to the public but to
help the mannger to “mnke a go of it."
Musical departments which used to
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Styles and Much

Apron and Rainbow Effects in Newer

Handwork Used

and over this I1s slipped an overblouse

Its outer edges with sand colored and
brown beads, the smallest that are
muade, s

Agaln & charming georgette lLlouse
has the outer blouse of blue split at
ir. ervals to show bright splotches of
artillery red beads underneath, 1 ob-

In some instances the neck s cut low,
either round or square, and a straight|
8T collar of georgette, bordered with
fur or the inevitable beads, 18 added.

A fancy, new and more or less be-
coming to most feminine types, is that
of the separate collar set on above the|
low cut neck and as apt as not to be/
of a contrasting color. The use of|
more than ona color s strongly evi-|
denced In the showlng of the fall)
things, i

Rainbow Effectn.

In fact there Is a riot of color in!
soma blouses made by sewing strips of|
light colored georgette together with|
fagotting. This sort of sleeve and yoke!
are et on the blouses of velvet which
| are extremely new and smart looking.|

They present something of the eﬂe{.‘ll

e
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of seal brown georgette beaded along!

serve In many of the flne blouscs a)

disposition to bring back the high eol-[pronounced is this sort of decoration'@ heavy look which satin Is apt to have
lar, tight and severs about the throat. | in the tabller or upron bLlouse. There/Unless skilfully treated.

I'('Drdf‘r.! and used as a background for/YVer the surface.
every sort of ornomentation.

of o rainbow, light green, watermelon
pink, a vivia vellow and a searlet strip
beinge fagotted wgether with heavy
siik Lhreads. This sort of treatment of
fchiffon or georgette makes a graceful
drapery and one that is extremely ef-
foctive,

The idea of embroldering very thin
materials with heavy wool threads s
more noticeable than ever. Especlally
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have welght and authority have bo-]
come mere adjuncts to the press agents
of musical enterprises,

Perhaps this s swhat the newspaper
reader desiros, But there is roop for
doubt. One thing can be declared
without fear of error, however, and
that is that while the name of the
present writer stands at the head of
Tun Bux's musical department, that
department will be devoted to the in-
terests of the reader firat of al. When
the time comes, as it seems to be com-
ing, when musical eritclsm cannot be
printed in this town, the present writer
will accompany his calling Into it
peaceful darkness,

‘Amerioan Singers" of Interest.

To return to the theme announced
at the beginning of this rambling sur-
vey of the early season, what elsa hns
been disclosed to us? The Hoclety of
American Bingers has begun its laborn
at the Park Theatre. Here the lover
of musical art in all its forms fnds
something Lo stimulate his hopes,

It Is no concern of his whether
the thing 1s to be pecunlarily succeas-
ful, whelher the artists were called
out fAfteen or twently times, or whether
the theatre was crowded. 1f the thing
18 good, the slncers lover of musical
art will rejnlee at slgns of favor from
the uncertaln populace,

This Soclefy of Amerlcan Singers

ETHEL
LEGINSKA
WHO WILL
GIVE SEASONS
FIRST
PIANO
RECITAL

)

possibility that they copstitute the
only real Growing Circulation Com-
pany.

¥ Mistakes Im Hepertory.

of American Blngers dare not over-
look the opportunities provided by the
sprend of this propaganda, they nre
| not directly or personally responsible
| for It Meanwhile this aspect of the
y | matter may be permitted to rest, for
the musie loving public will for the
moment at any rate be more inter-
ested in the entertulnments offered
by the company.

] The season began hopefully. M-
gnon” I8 far from l<ing an important
work, yet the representation of Mon-
day evening, deficient as 1t was in
certain respects, undoubtedly gave real
Ih"" something worth offering and It | pleasure to an audience which did not
| has undertaken its work with wvigor, if | 8eém to have arrived at the theatre
| not with unqueationable judgment. It'With prepared enthusinsm. Indeed
| was intimated in these columns on the (the assembly was indubltably {ndiffers
| morning after the first performance [ent at the beginning of the performs-
that the activities of this company | ance.

had been made to appear ns part of Owing chiefly to the well rehonrsed
a clever commercial campaign having | ensemble Thomas's pretty but super-
as I8 purpose the exclusion of foreign | ficlal music was soon finding its way
musicians and Incidentally most for- | to the fancleg of the heayors.
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While the members of the Soclety |

they pleased. The others were decld-
edly below the level of the score and
passed the evening floundering in
waters beyond thelr depth,

Unfortunantely of the second eve-
| ning's performance little of A com-
mend®ory nature ecan be sadd,  Mr
Hispham did not know his lines—or at
'nny ratq forgot them—and was anx-
fcus and constralned throughout the
evening. Blanca S8oroye wns dull and
uninteresting as Marle and her sing-
Ing showed a =ad lack of mastery of
the finer elements of the art, Craig
Campbell deliversd his share of the
dialogue well, but sang weakly. Henry
Hadley condueted, and he had a pretty
‘hard time of it, for things seemed bent
on going at sixes and sevens. AMr,
| Hadley at any rate showed that he
| knew what he was about. Let us hope
for hetter things In the future.

But why did the nstiute managers of
this enterprise bhegin thelr season with
direct challenges to comparigon with a
blg and long established operatic insti.
tution? "“The Impresario” and *Bas-

tiem and Pastienne™ two seasons ngo

were unknown quantities and they

Among | proved to be delightful. But “Mignon"

elgn muslc and the occupation of the | the principal singers only two could | hos bheen sung at the Metropolitun by

entire field of musical Industry by |be regarded as of ability fitting them famous artists, while “The Daukhter |

Americans, Tha methods of the man- | to undertake their tasks, and nelther
agers. of this campaign suggest the | of these attained high distinction, But

F THE MOMENT

[elaborate Liouse of this sort an entire| ulle seems to hiuve lost none of

lcostumouwmlly and quickly achieved. | its favor and It I8 seen more than
Much Hand Work Scem. }r:’l-r, I fidd it cleverly pluced In a
French walst of Llack and white!

As n rule the imported blouse showsa georgette and . fnest linen put to-

;l.l srriat rc‘l.r'ﬂl ril" I;nind “‘f;’"ri. lr:lﬂtll!'. fllg“!]- £ether with stelps of white tulle and
ng in hemstitching, uch ino work | finished with a searf of the tulle left
jla done in gold and silver threads | with ends free to float off the back,
|which are used to outline pleasing | Of course %o perishable a creation is

;g;ﬁﬁf:}:‘u'"‘luﬂ “:'_:1[- \r::'ﬁi::;‘!lk?:sthll:{{:“ for the occasionnl blouse only.
pOrgette. Uleve Ake ave A5 tricolette of our best
f:l:;llln(‘ll‘ u-;mo‘;irn?m! w:u.*ls.r-l' klri_|‘"|mm»ri:llﬁ this season it has been n-
jof fine net heavily darned with l-ll\-rlu-(.duﬂ.,; on many georgette walsts
il.lirl_'.uln.m large splotches, hese are | and tn some of satin or silk Jersey,
;89;‘! over l"t"ﬂ!"-‘l“: of any color f‘""‘l It is sometimes used in a rolling col-
i‘; res and ure very smart and new. Jar like a monk's cowl, which glves a
|“u":"?l "h“’u”l“l""" :“l‘olfl'lamlﬂ:;ﬂlw-r}' pleasing look when the heavier
W Tese nner fabrics, ot ® | tricolette, closely ON i vMnon
; \ | tri R osely woven, s placed

|greatest care must be taken to avoid | thug agalnst georgotte,

The dark and sombre

is one

colorsg scem

: A ourlous | yo predominate, though they ire eii-
seems o be no end to the svay fashion has arigen of embroidering livened with the beading in brllllant
georgette, crepe de chine and chiffon ®4tin walsts In sunbursts of gold OF | effects such as T have described, and
have been  embroidered, appliqued,/Siiver threads scattered vather thicklY | (hoy cannot In any sense be called

Small rings of fine soutache brald|
have been applied all over the surface|
of gomae fine Parisian walsts, As tpe
soutache |s white, a contrasting mlnr.l
usually the shade of the geoorgette
malking the blouse is employed for thrl
Interlacing ring used with ft.

Some unusunl walsts of the rare
Japanese metallle ribbons have been
fashloned of a combination of the rib-
bon and a heavy black silkk net. The
ribbon is 80 handsome in itself, sol
beautiful in color and deslgn, that no
further necd for ornamentation pre-
aents itself. Of course this sort of
blouse is to be worn only on the more

]el:\lmr:uo occaslons and would be en-|

tirely out of place elsewhere, Bince
one can buy benutiful satin skirts|

reudy to wear by the addition of u!'rJ|

ri\elnz gathered just below the shoul-

by e These “'"‘ll-""’ !“"" dull,  The introduction of plastrons of
A 1 a more or less shape "M'|J.'-lil| or sllver or other meti] tlssues

effect lmpossible to describe. as tl:t‘,\'|,l|,.‘, adds to the lighter effects and
are curiously put “ogether, the backs | to the rlchness of the newer blouses,
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ders In a pointed effect, finished off
with a wide silk tassel and left to ﬁ
hang free, ‘

~,

| of the Megiment” is still in the repers
tolre and likely to remasain
long as Miss Hempel and Mr, Hcott
are memberg of the company,

Awd of all things under the arch w
the heavens why "Carmen”™? Are w.
not suMciently Carmened already.
And what could result but unfavoralile
comparisons? Well, It Is an interest-
ing world and furniehes many flelds
for conjecture,

| NEW METROPOLITAN SINGERS.

General Manuger Gattl-Casazza of
the Metropolitan Upera Company s al-
wiys very reserved when Inquiries are
mado regarding his artists.  Bo fre-
quently has ft happened that artists
who have achleved very considerable
distinctlon in forelgn opera houses of
the first ranjk bave falled to please the
public that patronizes the Metropolitan
Cipera Company that it is hazardous to
prophesy the success of even an artist
of the greatest European or Bouth
American fame,

Very tlattering reports have reached
New York from Buenos Ayres regard-
ing the popularity of the new Amerl-
cnn Iyrie tenor Carlo Huckett and the
new ltalian barytone Luigl Montesanto
during the recent season of the Colon
opera—the Metropolitan of the Argen-
tne capitul. As for the new French
barytone, Robert Couzinou, he Is con-
sidered in Paris as the best of his class
nmong the younger set,

those who have heard him elsswhere
are of the opinfon that he & a valuable
additlon to Mr. Gatil's phalanx
tenors,  Relnald Werenrath, the new
American barytonos, I8 In the front line

of

there ow |

Giullo Criml, the new Ttalian tenor, |
has not been heard in New York, but |

b —
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of recital artists, It will be Interesting
to discover such other gifts as ho may
disclose on the Iyric stage,

All Mr, Gattl's new sopranos ang
mexzo mopranos are Amoerican

baveyy,

Hest known among them & Alien
Gentle, whose steady growth as un
"artist Is a matter of record.  Without

other experience than such as sho
acquired In her native land she want
| td Milan unknown and without inmy.
ential Introduction, had an audition
the Scala and wns Immediitely on.
gaged as prima donna contralto, YWy
conditions prevented her from accept.
Ing an engagement at Buenod Ay res
last year.

Roa Eton, a Vermont girl, held her
own as prima donna with the exacting
publio that fills the San Carlo Opera
House of Naples, Muargaret Homaine's
voice and personial charm are
known in New York to operetty anit
musical comedy patrons Helonn
Marsh, Mary FElis, Mary Mellish and
losa Ponselle have had no stage o
perience and all owe their murical odu.
cation to home tradning, Then
eratio qualities awalt publie revelution

o think,” was sl Mr. Guted would
any, 1 think that among the youns
Amerlcan women I have engneed for
the season there will prove 1o be some

very interesting surprises.”
BEAENY
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| BHOCIETY OF NEW YOIK
1S -SEVENTY-SRVENTH
JOREF STRANSKY FIE T )
12 Thursdsy Evgs., 4 Raturday Fygs,
| 18 Fridny Afin, 12 Randay Afis,,
| ™7 iy CARNEGIE BALL, NEW YOlk
' 5 smnday fternoons  In the

Brooklyn Aendemy of Music,
BOLOISTS
Yolanda Mero
Haool Vidas
Harold Waner
Mischs Elmuan
dnhn Powell
Hulds Lashanskn
Tacy Gontes
Ethel Leginskg

| Jascha Helfeix

| Josel Hofmann
Loulse Homer
KEfrem Zimbalist

| tiulomar Noveos
Max Homen

Mischa Jeviteki

Alfred Megerlin

wry Jordan
Bubseriptiin tickets for New York 1
Brooklyn scries now on sale at Bh
manle <fMea In Carnegla Hall ALt
of the New York series not thkeg
Gotober L14th will be open 10 ¢
seribern, l'mnu-rlun on applleativn

BUY LIBFRTY BONDS

FELIX ¥F. LEIFELS - Manager

Aeclian Hall 0 h
Sunday Aft. at 3 Ct. Gt
BACK FHROM THE BATILEFIELDS
The man whe has seen more aciusl
fighting than any soldler JHvlug or
any uther war correspondent.

MR. FREDERIC

VILLIERS

World  famed war artihst  correpaonileng
of the Hiustroved London News
In n unique [HMustreted war sl

“WHAT | SAW at the FRONT"

With the British and  French Armies
Tlustratod wia

100 of Mr. Vill'ers' Own S a'ches
Tiekets boe, 75¢, §1, $1.50

BOCIETY.
WALTER D AMROSCH, Conit'r

Throve Berlos of Conenrt
EIGHT THURSDAY | A

\

Noa on saie,

]
| AT AEOLY
. Ay

| dascha Helfetr
Schumann-Helnk
| sifred Cortot
Lury Giates
tinrold Bauer

Toscha Selael
Mabel Gurrisun
. Gabrilowlisch
Emilin de Gognrey
.ulda Lashanskn Bienrl Casadenns
Willean Willrke Mischa Lesitzh!
Mome. Bressler-Rollly Daniel Maguarie
Bubscripition  Tickets Now  on Sl
Room 1202, Aeolian  Bulldime

Only New York Recital This Season

MISCHA
| 2,00 Now on Sale ar finx

Tickeots 50 cta, to § in
K. E. Johnston's oMoy, 1450 1 sa
STEINWAY PlaXxo

Ofles and

| CARNEGIE HALL

Tuesday, 815 P. M., Oxtaber
RECITAL BY

EDDY BROWN

[] Frices S0c & $1.00 at Pox (
und Humanitarian  Mug
260 West End Ave,

ut

\eollan Mall, Friday Fyve., Oer, |,
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PiaxNi- |
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S e WIOLET EWART

| Mon, Eve..
—Australlan Tlanistr
Mpt, Loudon Charlron stpinway If

Under the Auspices of
TO BE HEA
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Tuesday Night, Oct. 8th

Direction French American

Orchestra g2.50

Seats:

MAIL ORDERS NOW

HERALDING THE COMING of the I
Societe des Concerts |
| du Conservatoire de Paris |

(ANDRE MESSAGER, Chef &' Orchestre) [

SYMPHONY CONCERTS '

METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE |

Dress Circle g1.50 Balrony £1.00
Family Circle 75¢

the. Republic of France f

RD IN TWO |

Sunday Night, Oct. 13th

Amsociation for Musical Art |

SALE OPENS TUESDAY, OC T, 1
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g AT HIPPODROME —— CONCERT BY

McCORMACK

Proceeds to League for Sailors’ Comfort & Clicer

at $1.00, $1.50, $2.00. Box Office Opens at Noon.

This will be Mr, MoCormack's only N. Y. ¢
in an\-.l“ndrd

HT o=s T0-NIGHT

JOHN

'S GREATEST CONCERT sIsGli

SEATS STILL AVAILABLI
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